December, 2008
Dear Friends of Ashish,

In view of all that has happened recently in Mumbai, the Christmas message is
so apt. That of Peace and Goodwiill.

It has been quite a while since you heard from us, so here is a not-so-short
update. The past eight months have been times of joy, struggle and hope. So
much has happened here at Ashish. We have been working on getting our
second level of leadership in place to manage the office and take on additional
responsibilities. We now have Betty Jose N. who is the project coordinator of the
Ashish Centre. She is a special educator, having a Diploma in Special Education
(Autism) and working towards her Masters in Applied Psychology (lind year).
There were times when we had no money, not even for tea for the staff, and then
a cheque comes in the next day!

Our new academic session this past summer began with 27 students. We
currently have more than thirty requests for admission, and we seek to find ways
in which to expand without compromising on our quality. Finding good trained
staff with a calling for this work is tough, but not impossible. As a friend said, “
Impossible just takes longer to accomplish” :-) . However, we agreed to provide
some of the applicants with three-times-a-week consultation and assistance by
our staff.



We are blessed to have the staff we do. There presently are three consultants
and various teachers and other full-time or part-time staff members.

In addition to the regular activities which we have at the Centre, we
have had several special events throughout the year. | will list some of
them month by month. As you will see, we have had a pretty full year!

March Our children went to a water park for a picnic which was sponsored by a
team of students who were visiting us from Crown College in Minnesota. We also
held a workshop entitled: “Our_values affect the way we work. ldeas have
consequences.”

April. We began another year of the Ashish Centre. In April our children also
participated in a drawing competition at the Habitat Centre celebrating Autism
Day.

May The children had another picnic at a different water park called “Splash.”
The children also had a class party to celebrate the start of a month-long summer
break. In May we were blessed with visitors from the U.S., Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
Taylor, who volunteered at the Centre for two weeks.

We also provided training for Nursery School teachers of Faith Academy (a
mainstream school) on “Disability, behavior modification_and early warning
signs .” Over 25 teachers attended the workshop.

June was summer break.

July We had another workshop for all staff members on the themes: “What is
autism?” “Working as a team,” and “Protocol and eti guettes in _the work

place.” We had an international volunteer, loana Mesesan from Romania, who
worked with our youngest kids for a whole month. It was fun. | personally had the
opportunity to visit the US and go through a training program on “Structured

Teaching " at Elim Christian Services. While in the States, | also had a refreshing
time meeting with friends and supporters of the Ashish Centre.




August We had our Independence Day celebrations on August 14™ (August 15™,
our Independence Day, is a national holiday). The children gave performances of
dance and gymnastics. We had a team of 13 people come from Japan who
volunteered their time, made a lot of teaching aids and other things for us, and
gave us an opportunity to share with them our vision and our work.

September  On 5 September, we celebrate Teachers Day in India. On this day
the parents of all our children gave surprise gifts to the teachers and staff, and all
the staff had a special lunch. We also had another group of visitors from Japan,
this time from Chiba University, who came for a day of visiting, sharing and
observing. They also spent some time with the parents of our students trying to
understand their struggles. Dr. Eisuke Kanda, also from Japan, visited the Centre
along with Shun Jinnei. Later in the month | had the opportunity to share in the
morning assembly at Bal Bharti School, Pitampura, talking on “True leadership
and working among the differently-abled. ”

October_We had our annual garage sale from which we raised Rs 24,000. Mr.
Gordon and Mrs. Beth Taylor again volunteered with us for two weeks, helping
us at a time when our project coordinator was on leave writing her exams. Stirling
Mazenko, another friend and supporter from the U.S., visited us at the Centre
and was able to see first hand the day-to-day chaos that we sometimes have,
while also spending time with staff and children on two other occasions.

November We had Children's Day on the 14™. Two staff members dressed up as
students led the assembly (like our children do the rest of the time). There was a
special lunch and also gifts for all the children. We also had Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Van Drunen from the U.S. visit us for two days, sharing with us and encouraging
us.



December On December 3, which is Disability Day, our older students were
invited by an India company called Tech Mahindra for an outing and party time.
They had fun. What we really appreciated was that two staff members of Tech
Mahindra were sent ahead of time to spend time with the children so that they
could familiarize themselves with the way we work as well as become acquainted
with the children.

December is also the time of our biggest program of the year—our Christmas
celebration. Besides presenting a nativity play, the children have dances,
gymnastics, aerobics, and sing a variety of songs. A generous supporter
provided monogrammed stockings, which will contain gifts for each child. Another
group of friends provided us with funds for Christmas gifts for the children. We
have invited all our friends, well-wishers and parents to this program and will
close the celebration time by presenting gifts to all the children and their siblings..

‘Friends of AshiSh’ Friends of Ashish is now a registered 501(c)(3)
organization in the U.S. Those choosing to help the Ashish Centre financially can

now send their gifts to FOA and receive an appropriate receipt for tax purposes.
(The U.S. Address of FOA is P.O. Box 551. Palos Heights, IL 60468.)

Our website has been updated. You can visit it at www.ashishindia.org

- We have a dream. A dream of opening a centre for young
adults with autism and other disabilities, where they can not only learn vocational
skills, but also be equipped with negotiating the workplace. While we do have
some seed money, it is not enough for us to start the project. Could you partner
with us opening the vocational section?

We have been on a long journey, a journey where you have walked with us, and
supported us. We could not do this without you. As we go further, we see many
challenges ahead of us as well as many opportunities. We want to begin an
expanded vocational outreach program and many schools have been asking us
to work with their staffs. There is a need to euip parents with hands-on skills. We
see all these wonderful opportunities and we believe that, with your support, we
can increasingly make a significant difference in our city and in our country.

Will you be co-laborers with us in this work where we seek to make a deep
change in the way people think about disability? And yet, every time a parent
tells me, “My child is of value,” it is another step forward for me and for all of us at
the Ashish Centre.



Do write when you find the time. It encourages us and strengthens us. As | close,
| write on behalf of all of us at the Centre, wishing all of you a Blessed Christmas,
filled with God’s presence throughout the whole year.

With warm regards,

Geeta Mondol
Director
Ashish Foundation for the Differently Abled Charitable trust

Phone- +91.11.28533444/5, +91.11.45535882
E-mail- mail@ashishindia.org, ashishcentre@gmail.com
Website- www.ashishindia.org




